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1.  DATE 


3,  LOCATION 


2k  Jim  6o 


3.  DATE-TIME  OROUI» 

Loeol  -^33^ 

raiT  25/0034Z 


GMT 


S.  PHOTOS 

O Y«« 


7.  LENOTH  OP  OEIBRVATION 

10  BOO 


Tlclnity  AscBaslon  Island 


4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

10  GniNuLVl  Mol 
10  AtrVlwol 


O Grourul-Rodar 

ft 

□ Air-lnl«re«pl  Rodar 


Military  and  Civilian 


a NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  I 9.  COURSE 


one 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SICNTINO 

Brli^t  surface  flare  vas  observed  in  InDsdiate 
vicinity  of  recovery  operation  during  Test 
1802 • witnesses  at  sea  level  at  first  tbou^t 
this  to  be  a/c  flare.  Crew  of  one  plane 
thoxigbt  other  plane  had  dropped  It.  Question- 
ing of  both  a/c  crews  later  conflnaed  that  nel 
a/c  had  dropped  any  object  at  any  time  during 
test. 


11.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wot  Balloon 

□ Probably  Balloon 
O Potalbly  Bolloon 

□ Wot  Alrcroft 

□ Probobly  Aircroft 
O Possibly  Aircrolt 

□ Was  Astronomical 

□ Probably  Aslrerwrmlcol 

□ Possibly  Astronomical 

□ n.1...  FUre 

□ Insufflciont  Doto  lor  Evoluotion 
OC  Unkrtewn 


Ho  positive  conclusion  regarding  the 
Identity  of  this  object  can  be  reached 
with  the  available  data.  object  vas 
a flare  of  some  type;  source,  or  origin, 
remains  unidentified. 
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ATIC  rOXM  13t  (RBV  24  «SF  SS) 
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The  att-ached  siade  interesliing  reading, 
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In  answer  to  your  ouestions  the  following  is  subrdttod: 

^oa  witate  04  — defines  a moderately  rough  soajTaean.  na:xi;jun  hei'^ht  of 


waves  4 to  8 feet. 
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rough  soa5  no  an  maxi"  an  height  of  waves  8 to  13  feet 


Co:.*Cient:  I ruostlon  the  cstirtates.  The  cloud 
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Vor  ) aoc:;-tiO'i  of  cvoiit. 
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- Code  n-t'o  for  tho 


sr-xp  oper  ? ••■■'A  '.g  ?t  this  pjirticuldr  statioii 


-•no-G“:pl-“atio-vi:i  r-y  of  the  ntch 


n.  Appri’ontly  it"  I3  the  ‘ 


Opcrc.tioo.3  StrAio/i  Poiart  for-  i/idskoy  oi’  event.  It 
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Ltr  Hq  AF'Mldslle  Test  Center  (MTQRY),  27  Jul  60,  Rpt  of  UnWentlfled 
Surface  Sighting  • 


2nd  Ind  (AFCIN-2) 

TOt  AFCIN-4 


6 j[)  oLr  ; jijiJ 


Forwarded  for  your  information. 


1 Atch 
n/c 


Colons  ^ l-'oAF,  y" 
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HEADQUARTERS 

AIR  FORCE  MISSILE  TEST  CENTER 

AIR  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  COMMAND 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
FATNtCK  Am  BAtK.  Ft-ONIOA 


RBPUV  TO 
ATTN  OBt 


MPGRY 


SUBJECT)  Bepozi:  of  lAildentifled  Surface  Slgtrtlag 


27  Jul  i960 


TO.  ABDC  (BSYl) 

Wash  23  DC'  . 

■ 

1.  The  attached  file  on  .a  sighting  in  the  Ascension  Island  recovezy 
area  Is  fonmrded  for  yo\ir  Iziformatlons  Because  the  repoit  was  not 
received  in  this  Branch  until  27  July  i960,  no  further  action  could  be 
taken  to  identify  the  soxjree  of  the  light*  Corrective  measures  have 
been  taken  to  instire  prompt  reporting  of  future  incidents* 

2*  A copy  of  this  file  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Naval  Ordnance  Test 
Unit  here  for  onward  transmission  through  their  channels* 


/ 


FOR  THB  COMMANBER: 


OSCAJR  C.  BRIBGEMAN 

i 

Captain,  USAF 

Chief,  Technical  Infonnation 
Intelligence  Branch 


and 


1st  Ind  (RDYIC) 

Hq  ABDC,  Andrews  AFB,  Wash  25  UC 
TO:  Hq  USAF  (AFCIN),  Wash  25  DC 
For  your  information. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


LAURENCE  C.  SHERMAN 
Colonel,  USAF 

Director  of  Intelligence  Support 
DCS/Intelligence 


Atch  a/  s 


6 September  i960 
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1 Atch 

Ltr,  Pan  American  V/orld 
Airways,  Inc,  26  Jul  60, 
Unidentified  Surface  Flare 
Light  Sighted  During  Test 

1802  Recovery  w/4  Atch 


U 


Log  No.  6IA-4U0-U 


Commando  y 

Air  Forco  Mia  silo  Teat  Cantor 
Patrick  Air  Force  Baao,  Florida 

ATTN:  Down  Rang#  Affair  a Of  flee 

(MTORY)  U/- 

I 

SUBJECT:  UNIDENTIFIEO  SURF  ACS  FLAKE  UGHT 

SIGHTED  DURING  TEST  1802  RECOVERY 

Dear  Sir: 


A bright  anrlaca  flmra  waa  obaarvad  in  tha  immadiata 
vicinity  of  tha  racovary  oparation  daring  Taat  1802.  This  fiara 

par aiatad  for  approarimataly  10  aaconda  * 

* 

Ranga  Contractor  paraonnal  at  flrat  thought  thia  light 
to  ba  an  aircraft  flara  dropped  to  illuminata  tha  racovary  area 
and  conaaquantly  made  no  effort  to  photograph  thla  light*  By 
tha  tima  tha  Ship  Oparatlona  Manager  had  confirmed  tha  fact  that 
none  of  tha  aircraft  had  dropped  a flare*  it  was  too  lata  to  attempt 
to  photogra|di  it*. 


/iu 


M 


Pagm  two 

Log  I 


•4130-U 


PerooaMl  oxigoged  la  tlio  reeorery  oporatioa  were 
unaMe  to  ideatlly  the  light  or  it*  source*  Stetemente  dee- 
crihlag  what  waa  aeen  hy  eye  witneeaee  are  herewith  attached 
for  your  iaformatim  aad  further  pursuance* 

Very  truly  yours# 

PAN  AMEIUCAN  WORLD  AIRWAYS#  INC 


Operatloae  Manager 


DHT/cer 


End  *^-4 
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DATS*  26  June  I960 
SUfiJi  nWIDBiT  REPORTt 


FLARB  LIOHT  SIGHTED  DURING  DATA 
RECOVER!,  TEST  1802 


RSPt  Test  1602 


r 


jum  ^ 


^ 6 

During  ajotual  racorarr  of  th»  data  cassette  on  last  1802  a bright  flare-XDce 
light  was  obaerred  by  Tarloua  paraonnal  statlonad  aboard  the  a/C>  QRVb  and 
the  amall  recorery  boat*  Statananta  by  obaemrara  vho  alghtad  the  eTdght 
are  attached* 

The  undersigned  was  aboard  OHV  WHXSKSI  as  obaerrer  and  advisor  for  Test  1302* 

The  following  statement  Is  submitted  concerning  ny  observations  from  the  small 
boat  at  the  time  of  sighting. 

"Missile  impact  occured  at  approximately  25/003hZ«  The  data  cassette  blinking 
light  was  first  sighted  from  ORV  UHISKSY  at  approximately  25/0U52  at  a range  , 
of  U NM  bearing  192  deg*  true  from  OSP*  The  vessel  proceeded  immediately 
toward  the  flashing  light*  The  aircraft  reported  sighting  the  strobe  light 
shortly  after  and  was  orbiting  the  data  cassette  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
ORV. 

■ 

"At  ^praximately  OlhSZ  the  ORV  approached  to  within  1 NM  of  the  blinking 
light*  The  vessel  was  stopped^  and  the  small  recovery  boat  was  launched  with  * 
the  recovery  crew^  RCA  photographer,  and  test  observer. 

* 

"The  small  boat  proceeded  slowly  in  sea  state  OU  toward  the  blinking  light* 

The  blinking  light  was  not  observed  directly  ft*om  the  small  boat  because  of 
wave  action  axid  distance  from  Data  Cassette*  The  light  appeared  as  a blinking 
glow*  Half  wsy  toward  the  Data  Cassette  the  small  boat  loembars  and  oyself 
observed  a ateadsr  bright  glow  appearing  IQQ  yard»  frnm  thw  rilreotlon  of  the 
data  caseette*  As  the  small  boat  closed  to^wlthin  300  to  SCO  yards  of  cassette 
(now  within  line  of  sight)  the  flare  light  disappe^ed*  The  light  was  tdiite  or 
yellowish  and  appeared  to  radiate"  in  a 360  dc^*  circle  rather  than  a directional 
pattern*  Its  glow  was  of  constant  Intensity  during  its  entire  observed  duration 


^ 3c 


small  boat  approached  the  data  cassette,  and  retrieval  was  comoleted  by 
25/021(32.  A SOFAH  event  was  coordinated  with  Station  12  at  point  of  pickup. 

"The  SOH  aboard  WHISKY  was  below  deck  maintaining  communications  at  time  of 
data  Cassette  pickup* 

"It  has  been  established  by  written  statements  received  from  the  A/C  Commander 
=>r.d  vessel  personnel,  that  the  aircr^ift  did  not  release  a flare,  and  th^tthe 
liij'ht^s  origin  was  «’rom  other  than  teat  participants.  ' 


Recovery  Specialist 
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Aflcension  Island 
2S  June  I960 


Operations  Plazming 


Dear  Sir: 

In  answer  to  yo>ir  letter  of  28  June  I960  regarding  an  unidentified 
flare  of  light  observed  during  Test  1802»  I would  like  to  state  brief* 
ly  what  I saw  while  photographix^  the  recovery. 


While  1 was  setting  up  for  pictures  of  the  small  boat  lowering,  I 
saw  this  flare  of  light  which  to  me  looked  like  a flare  had  been  dropped 
from  an  Aircraft*  This  light  was  stronger  than  the  blue -white  in- 
termittent flash  of  the  strobe  on  the  cassette*  It  was  warmer  and 
yellowish  in  color*  It  was  back  of  the  cassette  and  about  25  degrees 
off  the  starbt^arcl  bow  as  we  approached.  The  cassette  at  this  time 
was  clearly  visible  about  14  degrees  off  the  Starboard  Beam  but  seemed 
in  the  same  line  or  distance  from  the  shop* 


I was  with  the  first  Mate  of  the  Sxiip  at  the  time  and  X mentioned  it  to 
him  and  said  that  the  A/C  flare  was  dying  out,  that  the  cassette  light 
was  still  visible  for  the  recovery* 

I thought  nothing  more  of  this,  as  1 expected  this  was  routine  for  re- 
covery, and  went  ahead  and  shot  pix  of  the  recovery* 


Small  diagram  of  position  1 sighted  the  Hare 


Sincerely  yours. 


flCA  ^hL0t05rapner 


• ^ 
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I wa«  copilot  of  5Uver  One  flying  at  3500*  Silver  Two  wae  at 

2000*  MSlf  and  had  reported  visual  contact  with  tie  cassette.  V/eather 
was  overcast  with  haae  and  sea  state  of  0^^  The  pilot  and  I could  see 
Silver  Two*s  running  lights  and  proceeded  to  position  our  A/C  above 
him  and  in  orbit  around  the  cassette.  At  this  time  (approx  X/  60)  a 
bright  light  speared.  On  an  overcast  night  over  the  ocean  in  a tun- 
ing A/C  it  is  practically  impossible  to  estimate  altitude  however  I con- 
cluded that  the  light  was  not  farther  than  100  yerds  from  the  cassette . 
and  either  on  the  surface  or  very  near  the  surface.  No  waves  appeared 
to  break  over  the  light;  therefore  the  light  must  have  been  a few  feet 
above  water  surface.  The  light  intensity  was  approximately  the  same 
as  that  of  a parachute  flare  but  did  not  appear  to  be  emitting  smoke* 

The  light  burned  for  approximately  10  seconds.  1 immediately  called 
the  other  A/G  to  determine  whether  he  had  dropped  any  flares.  A 
negative  reply  was  received.  Ouestloning  of  both  A/C  crews  later 
confirmed  that  neither  A/C  had  dropped  any  object  at  any  time  daring 
the  test. 


USAF 


